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April 16, 2009

Dear Colleague:

On behalf of the Black Student Fund’s Board of Trustees, I am delighted to announce that Jeanie Collins Carr has been appointed as the Interim Executive Director of the Fund, effective April 20, 2009.

Upon the recommendation of our search consultant, Dr. Richard Jung, the Search Committee of the Board, in searching for long-term leadership for the Fund, concluded that a critical first step was to identify a longer-term Interim Director if the right candidate could be found.

The Search Committee decided to pursue this option for several reasons.  First, successful executive director searches of this nature typically take nine months to a year to build the best field of candidates and to conduct a fully professional, inclusive search process.   

Second, the decision to designate Board member Diana Leon Taylor as a temporary interim was an excellent move given the immediate situation with Jacquie Wilson’s departure.  Diana, as key member of the Black Student Fund Board as well as of the National Presbyterian School Board, is to be commended for her selfless willingness to step in at such a critical juncture. However, the importance of strong day-to-day management of the Fund also pointed to the need for a longer term Interim Executive Director.  

Fortunately, the search for an Executive Director surfaced one particularly strong Interim Director candidate--Jeanie Collins Carr.  Jeanie has more than a decade of experience at Georgetown Day School as Admissions Director for grades 3-8 as well as assisting with the school’s diversity outreach.  Jeanie also has broad familiarity with the DC area independent schools as an African American parent and educational professional; has worked at the Fund recently; and has taught one of the Fund’s ERE classes.   
Jeanie holds both a BA in Human Relations and a MAT in Elementary Education from Trinity University where she served as President of the Returning Student Association as well as yearbook editor and newspaper writer.  She has served as a Board member for St. Ann’s Academy and has taught both mathematics and language arts at the John Easton Elementary School in the District.

The search for a permanent Executive Director will continue at an appropriate pace as exciting plans are put in place to introduce Jeanie to BSF constituencies and the broader independent school DC community.  The current staff will also continue to strive to provide excellent service to our schools while maintaining close attention to the needs of our BSF scholars.  

As we introduce Jeanie, the BSF Board and leadership also seek to re-engage with the leadership of our member schools as we reinforce two key themes of the Fund going forward: 1. Our work is not done, and 2. We will continue to support and advocate for our scholars and their families as we build stronger partnerships with our member schools and supporters. We look forward to finding appropriate opportunities to share more detail and develop with you these broad strategic themes of the Fund.
Please join me then in welcoming Jeanie, and feel free to email her at jcarr@blackstudentfund.org.

Sincerely,

Karen Hastie Williams




Chair, Black Student Fund Board
